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1. Summary  

 

1.1 The programme of meetings for the London Assembly and its Committees is confirmed by the 

Assembly at its Annual Meeting each year, having been agreed in principle by the Business 

Management and Administration Committee (BMAC). 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Assembly confirms, subject to decisions taken under Items 5 and 6 of the 

agenda, the timetable of London Assembly and committee meetings for the 2011/12 year, 

as attached at Appendix 1 to the report. 

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The timetable attached at Appendix 1 sets out a schedule of meetings for the Assembly and its 

committees and is presented to the Assembly for confirmation, having been considered and agreed 

in principle by the Business Management and Administration Committee (BMAC) at its meeting on 

30 November 2010. Some minor amendments have been made to the timetable since it was agreed 

by BMAC and these are detailed at paragraph 4.4 below and reflected in Appendix 1. 

3.2 The timetable is based on the committee structure operated by the Assembly in the 2010/11 

Assembly Year and on a standard of scheduling nine meetings of each of the committees during the 

Assembly Year (excluding the Audit Panel).  The identification of nine dates per committee, one 

more than in 2010/11, allows each committee the flexibility to manage its work programme and 

includes one meeting in each of January, February and March 2012, to ensure that there is sufficient 

opportunity to complete business in advance of the pre-election period. 

3.3 Meetings of working groups, as informal bodies that will meet as necessary and when required, are 

not included in the timetable. 

3.4 The timetable avoids, where possible, scheduling meetings to coincide with school holidays, Party 

Conferences and significant religious holidays.  Mayor’s Question Time (MQT) and Assembly 



        

meetings are set first as statutory meetings.  The Budget and Performance Committee is also 

required to meet at set times due to the budget-setting timetable.  Scheduling of more than one 

committee meeting on the same day has been kept to a minimum, but it has not been possible to 

avoid doing so altogether. 

3.5 The draft calendar of Assembly and Committee meetings for 2011/12 has been subject to extensive 

consultation within the Greater London Authority and with the Functional Bodies.  The Mayor’s 

Office has been consulted on the dates of MQT.  The draft timetable has been circulated to the 

London Development Agency, London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority, Metropolitan Police 

Authority and Transport for London and responses received as part of the consultation. 

3.6 BMAC, at its meeting held on 9 February 2005, agreed that that, if during the year a committee 

modified its approved work programme and/or number of meetings in response to topical events, 

and an ad hoc extra meeting was called for, that would be permitted if the members of the 

committee concerned agreed; if two or more members of that committee did not agree to a proposal 

for an extra meeting, the matter would be referred to BMAC for determination (noting that the Chair 

of BMAC has existing delegated authority from the Assembly to determine requests for additional 

committee meetings). 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 Although most Assembly meetings are scheduled to be held on a Wednesday, to ensure there is 

sufficient time to finalise the budget after the 25 January 2012 MQT Draft Budget meeting, the 

Plenary Final Draft Budget meeting has been scheduled for Thursday 9 February 2012. 

4.2 In previous years some committees have had long gaps of three to four months between meetings 

during the summer and autumn period.  The proposed timetable for 2011/12 includes a greater 

concentration of meetings in July and September in order to reduce the maximum gap between 

meetings to two months.  This has resulted in an increase in the number of afternoon meetings. 

4.3 Meetings of BMAC have previously been scheduled as the last meeting of each month in order for 

the Committee to consider business referred to it by other committees.  However, the BMAC agenda 

has often been published with recommendations that were subject to the referring committee 

having agreed a particular decision in the meantime.  It has been possible to schedule a number of 

BMAC meetings so that the agenda would be published following the last scrutiny committee of the 

month.    This has resulted in two BMAC meetings being scheduled, one at the very beginning and 

one at the end, in the months of November 2011 and March 2012. 

4.4 Since BMAC agreed the draft timetable on 30 November 2010, the following changes have been 

made to the draft timetable: 

 The 6 September 2011 meeting of the Health and Public Services Committee replaces one 

previously scheduled for 15 September 2011, following the decision by the Metropolitan Police 

Authority to schedule a Full Authority meeting on the morning of 15 September 2011;  

 



        

 The timings of Budget Monitoring Sub-Committee meetings have been revised to enable the 

Sub-Committee to review the previous quarter’s budget data as soon as possible.  The new set 

of dates is as follows: 

- Tuesday 19 July 2011 (for Quarter 4, 2010/11 data) 

- Tuesday 18 October 2011 (for Quarter 1, 2011/12 data) 

- Tuesday 13 December 2011 (for Quarter 2, 2011/12 data) and 

- Tuesday 14 March 2012 (for Quarter 3, 2011/12 data); 

 

 The October meeting of the Standards Committee has been moved to September, in 

consultation with the current Chair of the Committee, to even out the distribution of that 

Committee’s meetings and it has been agreed by the Committee that that meeting date be used 

only if necessary; and 

 

 The January 2012 meetings of the Budget and Performance Committee and Economy, Culture 

and Sport Committee have swapped places, following consultation with the 2010/11 

membership of those committees. 

 

4.5 These changes are reflected in the draft timetable attached at Appendix 1. 

 

  

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Assembly has the power to do what is recommended in this report.  

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.  
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